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Welcome PRESIDENT’S
CORNER:
First, before going any further, I want everyone to know
that our current WALA President, Rhonda Bethel, is on
medical leave. Several weeks
ago, she was hit by a car
while crossing a downtown
street. Her condition was not
critical, but she is having
some resulting health issues.
Therefore, as President-elect,
I am stepping up a little earlier than planned.

Katie Menon
Kendra Mork
Pal Rao
Don Skokan

This last year has been a busy
one for the Wichita Area Library Association. The following tells the story:

Newsletter team:
Gemma A. Blackburn
News Editing Assistant
Sai Deng
Production

1. Increased membership to
over forty members.
2. Co-sponsored, with
SCKLS, Technology Training Day. (Nov.)
3. Celebrated the season with
a Christmas Party. (Dec.)
4. Held a workshop on Collection Development. (Mar.)
5. Presented a fashion show
at KLA in Topeka (plus many
of our members were facilitators during the conference).
(April)
6. Combined a meeting and
social event at Wichita State
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University Libraries, viewing the “Forever Free” exhibition on Abraham Lincoln. (May)
In addition, a business/
board meeting is held
monthly and all members
are welcome to attend. The
WALA Board has thirteen
members and several have
fulfilled their terms. If you
are interested in serving on
the WALA Board, please
contact Nan Myers at
WSU or myself. It is a
great way to network with
other librarians and be in
on the planning of events.
We always welcome new
ideas!!
Our final event, for the
year will be our Annual
Meeting. It will be June
12, 11:30-1:30 pm, Olive
Tree Restaurant (29th &
Rock), at a cost of
$15.00. We will have a
guest speaker and introduction of the new board.
Normally, the next item of
interest would be the summer WALA Show. The
WALA Show has been
performed, for the last six
summers, at small libraries

WALA President-elect: Sharon
Ailslieger.
around SCKLS. What started as an
idea to advertise WALA (one summer only) developed into an expectation for summer reading.
The group was made up of librarians, students who worked in the
library, friends of librarians, husbands of librarians, and anyone
else known to librarians!! The
constant members, however, have
been Rita Sevart (her idea), Betty
Batten, Sharon Ailslieger, Nancy
Malone and Erin Webster. Unfortunately, life has finally intruded
on the WALA Show and it has had
to be cancelled for this summer due
to family and job obligations. I
have tried to showcase the 2006-07
year, in a nutshell. WALA wishes
the best to Rhonda and I hope to
see everyone at the ANNUAL
MEETING.
President-elect,
Sharon Ailslieger
sharon.ailsliegar@mcconnell.af.mil
759-4207 or 773-7420

Announcement
WALA will have its Annual Meeting and Luncheon on Tuesday, June 12,
11:30 am-1:30 pm at the Olive Tree (2949 N. Rock Road). See the flyer on
page 2 for details.
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ANNUAL MEETING AND LUNCHEON
Tuesday, June 12, 2007 – 11:30 am-1:30 pm
Olive Tree (2949 N. Rock Road)

Guest speaker – Cyndy Salzmann
America’s Clutter Coach™ and Mystery author

Cyndy’s books include:
Making your home a haven: strategies for the domestically challenged,
and novels Dying to Decorate, and Crime and Clutter.
Read more about Cyndy at: http://www.cyndysalzmann.com/
Topic:
“Unclutter your life: Chalktalk from America’s Clutter Coach”
This is also a booksigning event.
The three titles above will be available for purchase.
Name: ____________________________________Telephone: ____________________
Institution: _________________________________Address: ______________________
City: _________________________State: ___________ Zip: ______________________
Menu Option (check one)

Chicken Florentine __________
Vegetarian _________________

Please send form and $15.00 luncheon fee (Payable to WALA) to Joe Forte / Newman University Library / 3100 W.
McCormick St. / Wichita, KS 67213.
Or, contact Joe at fortej@newmanu.edu or 316.942.4291 x 2104.
(Non-WALA guests are welcome, but must have reservations.)
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WALA Collection Development Workshop
March 2007

The panelists.

WSU collection development coordinator
Cathy Moore-Jansen talks with Mohan
Ramaswamy from Kansas State.
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WALA president Rhonda Bethel gives opening remarks.

Keynote speaker Mohan Ramaswamy.
a

b

c
Photo courtesy: Nan Myers and Sai Deng.

Panelists:
a. Patty Ashley from Wichita Public Schools.
b. Micaela Ayers from Butler.
c. Mary Kay Bird-Guilliams from
Wichita Public Library.
d. Cathy Moore-Jansen from WSU.

d
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Forever Free Exhibit
Nan Myers
From May 5 through June 15, Wichita State University Libraries is hosting a national traveling exhibition titled “Forever
Free: Abraham Lincoln’s Journey to Emancipation.” The exhibit is located on the first floor in the main corridor. A companion exhibit on the lower level titled “Let Us Die to Make Men Free” features abolition and anti-slavery materials from the
WSU Libraries Special Collections. The exhibits and accompanying programs are free and open to the public.
The pictures below are from the Grand Opening Reception, which featured the 8th Kansas Volunteer Infantry, Co.A as color
guard, and keynote speaker Dr. Craig Miner, Distinguished Professor of History, delivered a program titled: "First Pure, then
Peaceable: Christianity, Slavery and Violence in Bleeding Kansas, 1854-1858.”

The “8th Kansas” Civil War reenactors mingle while waiting for
the ribbon cutting.

Color guard from the 8th Kansas
stands at attention.

The Pledge of Allegiance prior to the
program.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony officially opens the exhibition. Doing the honors (l to r) are Dr. Gary Miller,
WSU Provost; Dr. Pal Rao, Dean of Libraries; and Dr.
Donald Beggs, WSU President.

Dr. Jay Price, Director of the Public History
Program at WSU, emcees the opening.

Dr. Craig Miner speaks about
“Bleeding Kansas.”

Costumes worn by 1850’s reenactors contrast with a patron’s modern day dress.

Ken Spurgeon (l), Director of Instructional
Services at Cowley College, and writer/
producer of Touched by Fire, talks with Roy
Lafferty (r), Commander, Dept of Kansas,
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.

A family views the display of library
materials on Lincoln.
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(“Forever Free Exhibit” continued from page 4) In addition, three other programs support the exhibit. Coming up on Sunday,
June 10 is the showing of the documentary Touched by Fire: Bleeding Kansas with writer/producer Ken Spurgeon. The program is from 2:00-4:00 pm in Special Collections. Prior programs were on May 20 (a talk by Gerald Norwood "In the Footsteps
of Freedom: Tracing the Journeys of Freed Slaves") and June 2 (Angela Bates from the all-black settlement of Nicodemus, KS,
founded in 1877, talking on "The African American Response to Emancipation: The Western Migration and Settlement."
Sponsors for “Forever Free” are the American Library Association, The National Endowment for the Humanities, the Abraham
Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, the Huntington Library, and the Gilder-Lehrman Institute of American History.

Vital Connections:
Public Programming in Academic Libraries
Nan Myers
The third annual Wheatshocker Professional Development Seminar, “Vital Connections: Public Programming in Academic
Libraries,” was held successfully on May 17 and 18 at WSU’s Metropolitan Center. Attendees were from universities, colleges, community colleges, technical colleges, public libraries and SCKLS.
Session One was led by keynote speakers from Oklahoma State University Libraries -- Jennifer Paustenbaugh, Associate
Dean of Libraries for Planning and Assessment and Karen Neurohr, Assessment Librarian. Their presentation, “The Strategic
Edge: Public Programming as Mission,” focused on academic libraries and featured case studies from various public programs
managed at OSU. They also focused on the advantages of public programming in the context of HLC accreditation, ACRL
Standards and Guidelines, and NSSE (National Survey of Student Engagement).
Brett Lear, Library Manager at Jefferson County Public Library, led Session Two. He led workshop attendees through the
“Nuts and Bolts of Library Programming.” His book, Adult Programs in the Library, deals with the day-by-day decision
making required to successfully bring a library program to fruition.

Game Night at Ablah Library
Gemma Blackburn

On Friday, March 23, Wichita State University Libraries hosted Game
Night - an after-hours evening of fun for our students, faculty and staff
during Spring Break.
A variety of board games and video games were available to play, from
checkers to Dance Dance Revolution, and plenty of snacks and drinks
were on hand. We also had a fabulous door prize: a brand new car!
(suitable to park on a dorm room desk or bookshelf).
A total of 30 people attended the event, but a larger number may have
made the evening a greater success. Overall everyone had a good time,
and it was exciting to see students having so much noisy fun in our library.
Asso. Dean for Public Services, Gwen Alexander,
presents Ravi (student) with his new car.
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New Technology Development Consultant Position
Open at SCKLS
by Paul Hawkins
The South Central Kansas Library is accepting applications for a new technology development consultant position that will
begin work September 1, 2007. The consultant will perform technology development services for SCKLS member libraries
and assist in training, planning, coordinating and implementing existing and new technology to improve library services. A
full job description is available at: http://sckls.info/sysinfo/employment/index.html
The salary range for the position is $33,000 – $39,000 depending on qualifications and experience and includes paid single
coverage Blue Cross/Blue Shield Health and Dental; Kansas Public Employee Retirement System; Optional Health Reimbursement Plan. SCKLS provides a work vehicle. Application deadline is July 1, 2007 or until filled.
SCKLS provides grants, consulting, continuing education and support services to 149 public, school, academic and special
libraries in a twelve county service area. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or an interest in the position.
Paul Hawkins - Director
South Central Kansas Library System
321A North Main Street
South Hutchinson, KS 67505
800-234-0529, ext. 113
620-663-3211, ext 113
Fax: 620-663-9797

Treasurer's report 2006-2007 (5/17/2007)
Joseph Forte
INCOME
Dues, 45 memberships @ $15 each

BUDGETED

Annual luncheon income
WaLa Show
Total
EXPENSES
Postage
Annual luncheon expense
WaLa Show
Entertainment
Honaria, Gifts, Awards
Money for unspecified projects
Total
Bank Balance as of May 1, 2007
Memberships as of May 1, 2007

RECEIVED
$570.00

$675.00

$400.00
$400.00
$1,370.00

$0.00
$530.00
$1,205.00

BUDGETED
$30.00
$400.00
$400.00
$40.00
$200.00
$300.00

RECEIVED
$0.00
$0.00
$518.25
$0.00
$150.00
$100.00
Workshop Mileage

$1,370.00

$768.25

$ 1,562.29
45
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Central Library 1st Floor Rearranged
Jennifer Heinicke

Over the course of four days, the Wichita Public Library
(with the help of its contractors!) moved 60 bookcases, 22
tables, five map cases and seemingly countless chairs.
Why the big change? Widening the aisles improves customer access. Moving the tables to the center of the room
allows staff to easily see customers and offer help to
those who need it. The improved visibility also will aide
staff as they provide "roving reference," a service that
involves approaching customers in the stacks and offering
assistance instead of waiting for customers to ask for help
at the desk.

Photo courtesy:
Jennifer Heinicke
(316) 261-8524
jheinicke@wichita.gov

WPL Award Winners Announced
All of Wichita Public Library’s nominations to the Kansas
Library Association were selected for presidential awards.
The Youth Programming Team received the Library Personnel Award for their work with summer reading programs
and evaluations.
Carol Nazar, the former executive director of the Wichita
Public Library Foundation, received a Meritorious Service
award for her leadership not only with the Library’s Foundation, but assistance with other libraries looking to fundraise.
Representative Geraldine Flaharty received the Library
Advocacy award for her support of funding for libraries and
her opposition of mandatory Internet filtering.
These, plus the Mountain Plains Library Association’s
News Media Support Award for KCTU’s Ron and Sherryl
Nutt, were all celebrated at the Library’s annual volunteer
luncheon in April.
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Get a Clue @ Your Library
Dana Gering

Creaking doors, unknown footprints, history mysteries, detectives, puzzles, science mysteries, and more are in store for
the upcoming summer. Super sleuths, spies, and daring detectives are invited to “Get a Clue @ Your Library” during
the summer reading program at the Derby Public Library.
Are you looking for a way to keep your student motivated
through the summer months or maybe improve your preschooler’s listening skills? The Derby Public Library invites
you to partner with them to keep your children and teens
reading throughout the year. According to the Association
for Library Service to Children (AALSC), numerous studies have shown summer reading programs
help ensure school children retain reading and
learning skills over the summer recess. A study by
the Evaluation and Training Institute also showed
that students participating in a summer reading
program are more likely to read at their grade level
or above than their nonparticipating peers. Participating students reading above grade level are more
likely to retain those skills into the next school year.
The 2007 summer reading program is open to young people
preschool through young adult. Special events, contests,
story times, and more will be offered throughout June and
July. “Get a Clue @ Your Library” is the reading program
for preschool through fifth grade children. Readers and prereaders will be required to read (or be read to) a total of 7.5
hours to complete the program. A thirty minute “Spy Kids”
story time will be held for ages 3-5. “Super Sleuths,” a
ninety minute program for children grades 1-5 will include
skits, story telling, crafts, games, and snacks.
There will be many performers presenting special programs
each week based on the “Get a Clue” theme. Some of the
performers appearing in Derby for the summer reading program include master storyteller Jim Two-Crows Wallen,
magician Eric Vaughn, musician Jim Cosgrove and the
Traveling Lantern Theater Company. Starting April 16, a
brochure listing all the summer activities and special programs will be available at the library located at 611 N. Mulberry, Suite 200. Events will also be listed on the library
website www.derbylibrary.com calendar of events.
Our teen summer reading program, “YNK @ Your Library,”
will be for students entering grades 6-12. (For those of us
who are text-messaging challenged, YNK stands for “You
Never Know.”) Some of the teen activities will include a
mystery night, magic workshop, mystery games, knitting

workshop, crafts, movies, and a yo-yo workshop. Registration may be required for some of the teen events. Please
check the summer reading program brochure for details.
Advance registration for the summer reading program may
be done online beginning May 1 at our website,
www.derbylibrary.com. Registration at the library will begin
at 9:00am on May 29. All participants will receive a book
bag, reading chart and registration prize. Advance registrants may pick up their reading charts and registration
prize at the library beginning May 29.
Participants must turn in completed charts by
5:00pm on July 20 to receive rewards including the
Rock River Rapids party invitation and recognition.
There will be no exceptions.
The library is pleased to be able to offer these educational and recreational opportunities for children
sponsored by the Leonard and Celia Levand Trust,
Kansas Arts Commission, Sedgwick County Public Libraries, the South Central Kansas Library System, and the City
of Derby.

Derby Public Library.
Photo courtesy:
http://www.derbypubliclibrary.org
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – 2007-2008
Name: __________________________________________________________
Position: ________________________________________________________
Institution: ______________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Telephone #: ________________________ Fax #: _____________________
E-mail: _________________________________________________________
Home Address, if desired: __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Home Telephone, if desired: ________________________________________
Should WALA correspondence be addressed to you at work __, or at home __?
Would you like a receipt? Yes __ No __
Is this a renewal __, or a new membership __?
If this is a renewal, have you had a change in name __, position __, institution __,
or home address (when provided) __?
Please check any that apply and supply the OLD information below.
(This will help us to keep our mailing list up-to-date.)

Please mark any of the following WALA Committees on which you would be willing to serve:
___ Membership ___Finance ___Programs
___Co-operating Libraries ___Communications ___Community Relations ___Newsletter

Please return this form, along with your check made payable to
Wichita Area Library Association for $15.00 for renewals and
new full year memberships, or $7.50 for a trial membership, to:
Joe Forte, WALA Treasurer
Newman University
3100 McCormick Ave.
Wichita KS 67213
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