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From the President…
Katie Menon
Well, I did it. I agreed to
serve as President of WALA
for the 2010 – 2011 year. I
have to admit I am a little
nervous because I am normally a behind-the-scenes
person. I usually like to have
other people be in front.
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Jean Hatfield
Tamara Costello
Marisa Lewis
Janet Fowler
Jeanette Parker
NEWSLETTER TEAM:
Nan Myers,
WALA News Editor
Sai Deng
Editorial Production
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

President’s Column

1

WALA Café

2

WALA Updates

3-4

Library & SCKLS Up-

5

dates

Read WALA NEWS at:
http://skyways.lib.ks.us/
library/wla/walapubs.html
Submit your materials
for WALA NEWS to
Nan Myers at
nan.myers@wichita.edu
phone: 316-978-5130.

Let me introduce myself. I
am Katie Menon and I am a
Librarian at Wichita Public
Library. I have been with the
library for 10 years working
the Reference Desk answering
questions from the public,
doing collection development
and a variety of other tasks. I
started working in libraries
when I was in junior high
school. I volunteered to work
in my school library and in my
church library and I have
worked in libraries ever since.
Like most librarians I know, I
love to read. I would be curious to know how many librarians there are that don’t
like to read. My favorite book

to read is a good mystery.
Libraries have always played
a big role in my life whether I
was working in one or just
checking out books like so
many of the people I help.
WALA also plays an important part. This organization
gives the libraries of the community a place to come together, to listen to each other,
to learn from each other, to
give back in the form of community outreach projects, and
to be advocates for all libraries.

WALA President: Katie Menon .

Caption describing picture
The
WALA Board will work
or graphic.

for you and our job this year
will be easier if everyone who
is a member would actively
participate and be a part of the
organization and encourage
others to join. We have done
such good things in the past,
but I am sure we can accomplish more. I know it is hard to
find time with jobs and our

own personal lives, but we
have the potential to help each
other, our libraries, and our
community if we all participate.
If you have ideas for outreach
projects or programs, I would
love to hear them. You can
contact me at
kmenon@wichita.gov .
I hope that I will serve you
well during the year.
Menon, Katherine
WALA President

WALA Legislative Luncheon
Tuesday, November 16, 2010 Crestview Country Club, 11:30 am-1:00 pm
1000 North 127th Street East
Guest Speaker: Jeremy Hill, Director, Center for Economic Development and Business Research at Wichita State University
Topic: Economic Forecast for South Central Kansas, including comments on the future of tax-supported institutions such as libraries.
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W A L A R E A D S : PAC K I N G T H E C O U RT
Sharon Ailslieger, Librarian at the McConnell Air
Force Base Library, has just
read Packing the Court:
The Rise of Judicial Power
and the Coming Crisis of
the Supreme Court, by
James M. Burns.

Eat, Read, Love
Libraries
The WALA Café is a
new column from
your editor featuring
member recipes,
book advisories and
new happenings at
our region's libraries.

Burns is a political theorist
and Pulitzer Prize winner,
who studies power and
leadership in America. Sharon says that "this
book is a history of the Supreme Court and how the
politics of the time impacts
on the court." The term
"packing the court" usually

refers to FDR's failed attempt to expand the size of
the Court in order to get
parts of his New Deal
passed, but Burns cautions
that other presidents before
and after FDR have attempted to wield power in
this way too.

neys. Usually an eclectic
reader, Sharon reads lots of
fiction too.

Sharon has been a member
of the League of Women
Voters since 1978,
and chose this book because the League is currently studying diversity in
the courts. She is very interested in the law and both
of her sons are attor-

W A L A E A T S : W I N T E R WA R M - U P B E E F S I M M E R
With fall in the air and winter approaching, it’s time to get out this amazingly flavorful
stew recipe shared by Amy Ramsey.

1 cup (2 med.) chopped onions
6 slices bacon, cut into 1/2" pieces
3 lb. beef chuck roast, trimmed, cut into 2-1/2" pieces
8 med. Yukon gold potatoes, halved
3 med. carrots, cut into 1" pieces
3 med. onions, halved
1 8-oz. pkg. fresh mushrooms, halved
1/2 cup chopped fresh parsley
1 cup apple juice
1 10-1/2oz can beef broth
1 6 oz. can tomato paste
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. pepper

1/2 tsp. thyme leaves
1 tsp. minced fresh garlic
1 bay leaves
Heat oven to 325 degrees. In Dutch oven place onions, bacon
and roast chunks.
Cook over medium high heat, stirring occasionally until bacon
and roast are browned (8 to 10 min.).
Stir in vegetables. Stir in remaining ingredients. Cover; bake
for 1-1/2 hrs.
Uncover; continue baking, stirring occasionally, for 2 to 2-1/2
hrs. or until roast is fork tender.
Serves eight.

WALA LOVES LIBRARIES: WSU MOBILE SITE
Wichita State University Libraries now has a live mobile site. This site will make it easier for people
using mobile devices such as Blackberrys, IPhones, Androids, ITouch, etc. to access information
about the library. The mobile site is available at: http://libraries.wichita.edu/mobile
Gemma Blackburn handled the site’s overall design with the database page designed by Mary
Walker. Other team members were Sai Deng and Muhammad Usmani.
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WALA’S BOOK BUDDY COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT EXPANDS
Also, the book can become a
positive engagement tool between the officer and the child.
The child is allowed to keep the
book which, in some cases, becomes the only book the child
may own. Thanks to many donations of new and gently used
books and the donation of tote
bags made by the RSVP Volunteers at the Sedgwick County
Department of Aging, our project is still thriving.
WALA’s Community Service Project,
Book Buddy, continues to grow in the
Wichita area!
In December, 2008, the WALA Board
chose Book Buddy as a Community
Service Project that provides books to
local law enforcement agencies for
distribution to children ages 3 to 18
whenever the child is being removed
from or is involved in a traumatic
situation and the book can become the
focus rather than the situation at hand.

Recently, with the assistance of Amy
Ramsey, WALA Past-President, and
the Patrol South Ambassador, we
have been able to provide books for
the police officers’ vehicles in the
Wichita Police Department Patrol
South. This is another great milestone for our project because we now
have books in all of the Sedgwick
County Deputy Sheriff’s vehicles and
we have provided books to the Exploited and Missing Children’s Unit
of the Wichita Police Department.

However, this was our first opportunity to place books into vehicles of
the Wichita Police Officers.
Our next goal is to expand the project
into the other patrol units of the Wichita Police Department and continue to
support the project with our current
law enforcement partners. We will be
working on establishing funding
sources and grant opportunities that
will provide us the funds to purchase
the books for the project.
If you have any suggestions for funding sources or if you have new or gently used books to donate to the project, please contact Janet Fowler at
bookmover@cox.net or call 316-6500738.
On September 7, 2010, The Wichita
Eagle had a great article on
WALA’s Book Buddy: “Program
helps kids turn the page on tough
times.”

TREASURER’S REPORT

Joe Forte

WICHITA AREA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
Budget Report 2010-2011
10/4/2010

INCOME

Budgeted
Dues (43 is the goal)
Planned activities
Total Income

EXPENSES

Received
$645.00
$480.00
$1,200.00
$1,845.00
$480.00

Budgeted
Planned activities
Miscellaneous expenses
Total Expenses

Bank Balance (end of last month)

Actual
$1,500.00
$345.00
$1,845.00
$1,460.69

35 members (32 paid, 3 honorary)

$87.00
$87.00
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From the Past President

Love Your
Libraries!
Keep in touch
with your Kansas
State Legislators.
Meet them at the
WALA legislative
luncheon on Nov.
12th.
KLA Pushcards
should be available for the luncheon.

2009/2010 was a busy year! We
had our Annual Meeting on
May 19th at the Wichita State
University Metroplex. State
Librarian Jo Budler was our
guest speaker and we had 40
guests in attendance. Thank you
to everyone who attended. I
appreciate everyone’s support of
WALA throughout the year.
Some of the programs that have
kept WALA members busy
since January were the Derby
Library Tour, the One Book,
One State presentation, the Networking and Nibbles session at
KLA and of course the Annual
Meeting. A special thank you to
Director Judy Bennett for a
great tour and a fascinating lecture on how the new library was
built.
Another special thank you goes
to Roy Bird of the State Library
for his fantastic presentation on
the One Book, One State program. It was wonderful. WALA

Amy Ramsey

also presented a Networking
and Nibbles session during the
Kansas Library Association
Conference where members and
non-members could get together
and talk about issues pertaining
to today’s libraries.
This is the first newsletter since
my presidency ended, so I
would like to say a special thank
you to the amazing library board
of 2009-2010. The board has
stepped up in so many ways
from preparing for our usual
great programs like the Legislative Luncheon, to further promoting WALA through surveys
and new programs, to being a
driving force on the local arrangements committee for the
Kansas Library Association
Conference. Katie Menon, the
President- Elect stepped up as
President for 2010-2011 in July
and I know that she will do an
excellent job serving the WALA
membership.

Thank you for the tremendous
opportunity to serve as your
President.
WALA President 2009-2010
Amy Ramsey
Children's Center Section
Manager
Wichita Public Library
223 S. Main
Wichita, KS 67202
(316) 261-8594
aramsey@wichita.gov

Save the Dates
Don’t forget that
Kansas General
Election Day is
November 2nd.

November 12 (Tuesday) – Legislative Luncheon
Crestview Country Club, 11:30 am-1:00 pm
Guest Speaker: Jeremy Hill, Director of WSU’s CEDBR
(Menu, Cost, and RSVP Information to come in a flyer soon)
December 3 (Friday) – WALA Holiday Party, 6:30 – 8:30 pm
CityArts, 334 N. Mead in Old Town
WALA provides ham, coffee and paper products. You bring a dish to share
and any other beverage you may prefer. Don’t forget to bring your white
elephant book! Gift wrap it and have fun seeing (and stealing) everyone’s
book choices. Spouses and significant others are welcome.
We hope to see you there!
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The Big Read
The Big Read began October 1 in the Wichita area!
What page are you on?
This October, the region is
reading, discussing and celebrating Zora Neale
Hurston's "Their Eyes
Were Watching God."
Wichita Public Library and
their partners (including the
libraries of Andover, Derby,
Goddard and McConnell
AFB and academic partners
at Bethel College, Friends
University's Edmund Stanley
Library, Hesston College,
Newton High School, Wichita Area Technical College
Library and Wichita Public
Schools), have a fantastic
line-up of events planned.
See www.bigreadwichita.org
for details.

FEATURED EVENTS
Zora Neale Hurston: Queen
of the Harlem Renaissance
Flamboyant and outspoken,
Hurston joined Langston
Hughes and other black writers in Harlem to create a renaissance of African American
culture in the 1920s. Her work
was forgotten until the 1970s,
when she inspired a new generation of black writers.
Hurston shares her stories, her
life’s joys and tragedies, in
this dynamic presentation.
Historically re-enacted by Dr.
Carmaletta Williams, English Department, Johnson
County Community College.
2:30-3:30 p.m., Sunday, Oct.
10, Wichita Public Library Central Library, 223 S. Main,
Wichita, KS 67202, (316) 2618500
"The Harlem Renaissance"
by Dr. J. Edgar Tidwell

seum, 1865 Museum Blvd.,
From “Stompin’ at the Savoy” Wichita, KS 67203, (316)
and the writings of Zora Neale 219-1871
Hurston to the poetry of
Langston Hughes and the
explosion of jazz music, the
1920s left a rich cultural legacy of African-American artistic achievement. Learn more
about the contributors to this
renaissance and its historical
underpinnings. Dr. J. Edgar
Tidwell is professor of English
at the University of Kansas.
3 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 24, The
Kansas African American Museum, 601 N. Water, Wichita,
KS 67203, (316) 262-7651
A Harlem Renaissance Fair,
features storytelling of Zora
Neale Hurston’s collected
Southern folktales by The Griots, 1920s jazz music, poetry
readings, and more. Flapper
attire is optional, but it will
truly round out the experience! 2:30-4 p.m., Saturday,
Oct. 30, Old Cowtown Mu-

Semi-Annual Business Meeting and The Economic
Future of South Central Kansas with Jeremy Hill
Monday, October 25, 2010
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Spiritual Life Center
7100 East 45th Street North, Wichita
The economy weighs heavy on many
of our minds. What lies in store for
the economy of our region? Jeremy
Hill, Director of The Center for Economic Development and Business
Research at Wichita State University
will present an analysis of the economic future of South Central Kansas.
Hill joined the Center for Economic
Development and Business Research

in May of 2009 as director. He leads
the center’s objective economic research and analysis for private businesses, nonprofits and government organizations in Wichita, the state and the
surrounding region. He’ll present an
interesting and informative scenario
about our economy.
In recognition of his 25 years of employment, Director Paul Hawkins will
present “A Brief Bibliography: Notable
Books and My SCKLS Experience.” Hawkins will describe some
significant books which have influenced his library work and service.

Complimentary morning refreshments will be served. Lunch is on
your own.
Tom Taylor
Continuing Education Coordinator
South Central Kansas Library System
321 N. Main St.
South Hutchinson, KS 67505
1-800-234-0529 ext 149
620-663-9797 FAX
www.sckls.info
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Wichita Area Library
Association
Web: http://skyways.lib.ks.us/library/wala/
To join WALA, mail the application at:
http://skyways.lib.ks.us/library/wala/other%
20documents/WalaApp10-11.pdf
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Wichita Area Library Association (WALA) is an
organization of library professionals started in 1988
in Wichita, Kansas.
WALA is dedicated to supporting libraries and library employees in the Wichita area and works to
improve library services and access for the Wichita
area community of library users.
Read WALA NEWS at: http://skyways.lib.ks.us/
library/wla/walapubs.html
Submit your materials
for WALA NEWS to
Nan Myers at
nan.myers@wichita.edu phone: 316-978-5130.
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