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WALA Fall Newsletter
Message from the President

Hello, WALA members! I am looking forward to a great year! I would
like to introduce myself. My name is Kristi Jacobs, and I am the Director at Bradford Memorial Library in El Dorado. I received my MLS
from Emporia State University. My favorite book is Pride and Prejudice, which I have read every year since I was 15. You might think
that would get old, but every year I find a new reason to fall in love
with it. My hobbies include running, hiking, baking, going to K-State
football games, and chasing my 2-year-old all over creation!

Kristi Jacobs,
WALA President,
Bradford
Memorial Library

I am very excited about this year with WALA. We hosted our second
annual “Make the Connection” event at Alford branch on September
17th. Thank you to everyone who attended! The Legislative Luncheon will be November 17th at Terradyne Country Club. We will also
host a holiday party in December and our Spring Symposium in
April.
If you haven’t had a chance to renew your WALA membership this
year, now is a great time to do so! This is a wonderful professional
organization and for $15 you can’t beat the value. To join, visit our
website at www.walaks.org.
I look forward to seeing you all this year!
Kristi Jacobs
Bradford Memorial Library
kristi@bradfordlibrary.info
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Officers
President 2015-2016
Kristi Jacobs
Bradford Memorial Library
(El Dorado, KS)
316-321-3363
kristi@bradfordlibrary.info

Find Us on Facebook!
Don’t keep WALA the best-kept
secret in Kansas library land! Like
us on Facebook and invite your
friends to do the same.
We are always happy to post
about events or job openings at
WALA libraries — just send a link
to Ruth Harries at
rharries1@butlercc.edu.

Treasurer 2015-2017
Kendra Mork
Goddard Public Library
kmork@goddardlibrary.com

Vice President/President
Elect 2015-2016
Tom Taylor
Andover Public Library

Secretary 2014-2016
Angela Paul
Wichita State University
Libraries
tomtaylor@andoverlibrary.org 316-978-5084
316-558-3500
angela.paul@wichita.edu
Immediate Past President
2015-2016
Eric Gustafson
Derby Public Library
316-788-0760
eric@derbylibrary.com

Newsletter Editors
Ruth Harries, 2012-2015
Butler Community College
rharries1@butlercc.edu

Webmaster 2012Eric Gustafson
Derby Public Library
eric@derbylibrary.com

Ex Officio
Jill Stern
South Central Kansas Library System
800-234-0529 x151
jill@sckls.info

Sara Butts, 2015-

Upcoming Events
Board of Directors
November 17:
Legislative Luncheon @
Terradyne Country Club
Decmber 11:
Holiday Party @ Newman
University Alumni Center

Steve Hamersky 20142016

Ruth Harries 2015-2017
Butler Community College
Newman University Library rharries1@butlercc.edu
hamerskys@newmanu.edu 316-322-3351
Sue Koenig 2013-2015
Clearwater Public Library
620-584-6474
cpldirector@sktc.net

Cindy Pfeiffer 2015-2017
Circle High School
316-541-2277
cpfeiffer95@gmail.com

Rita Sevart 2014-2016
Wichita Area Technical
College
316-677-1916
rsevart@watc.edu

Helen Rigdon 2014-2016
Wichita Public Library
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Welcome, Sara!
WALA Names New Newsletter Editor

Sara Butts is a graduate student in the School
of Library and Information Management at Emporia State University. She earned her bachelor’s degree in secondary education from
Wichita State University in 2013. She currently
resides in Augusta, Kansas, with her husband
Tim and their two cats.
Sara Butts

KLAEF Basket
Each year, the Kansas
Library Association Educational Foundation hosts
a gift basket raffle at the
Kansas Library Conference. The raffle helps to
fund KLAEF’s scholarships and continuing education grants.
This year, WALA members donated items to a
coloring-themed basket.
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Jeff Tate

Wichita Librarian Contributes to New Social Media Book
Start a Revolution: Stop Acting Like a Library is a new book by Ben Bizzle that
looks at creative and risk-taking initiatives to transform a library into a dynamic
institution. Wichita Public Library’s Digital Services Manager Jeff Tate brought
his insight into Pinterest to write the index to the book.

Wichita Librarian Review in Library Reads
Wichita librarian Racine Zackula recently contributed her review for City on
Fire: A Novel by Garth Risk Hallberg to LibraryReads. The review is available
at http://libraryreads.org/october-2015-libraryreads-list/.
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BIG READ WICHITA: 10 Libraries Making it Happen!
The City of Wichita is celebrating its 8th consecutive Big Read this year! The current
year’s selection is Luis Alberto Urrea’s Into the Beautiful North. In addition to the dozens of business, museum, and educational partners inside Wichita, several organizations and libraries from nearby communities have partnered with this year’s Big Read.
Other libraries participating in the Big Read include Bradford Memorial Library, Clearwater Public Library, Derby Public Library, Friends University’s Edmund Stanley Library, Goddard Public Library, Haysville Community Library,
McConnell AFB Library, Newton Public Library, and Valley Center Public Library.
This year we are fortunate to have the author of the Big Read
book come to Wichita for a free public event! Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 7th , from 7 to 9 p.m. for an evening with the author, Luis Alberto Urrea. The event will take
place at the Wichita State Hughes Metroplex, and a book signing will follow the lecture. This event is brought to you in part
by Wichita State University and the Friends of the Wichita Public Library. The Big Read is a program of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest.

Luis Alberto Urrea

Newsletter Title

Page 6

Andover Public Library Seeks Ideas for Public Art
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The Andover Public Library Board of
Directors is in the early stages of planning an art project that will become the
first piece of outdoor public art in Andover.
The idea was born when some of the
tile on the signage gateway to the library began to come off and had to be
removed. Board members quickly realized this “canvas” in front of the library
was an opportunity to add to the charm
of Central Park. Now they are seeking
public input and ideas about the best
way to incorporate public art into the
gateway.
“The gateway lends itself to several
concepts,” says Library Board President Eric Black. “It could be a mural. A
glass mosaic. A backdrop for a metal
sculpture or silhouettes.” One of the
most dynamic library murals in the region is the Kansas City Public Library, whose exterior includes a giant bookshelf.
“The Community Bookshelf is a striking artistic feature not only for the Kansas City
Public Library but for all of downtown Kansas City, Missouri,” says Andover Public
Library Director Tom Taylor. “The titles on display are meaningful for the city. They
took something mundane like a parking garage and turned it into something beautiful that is readily identifiable with both the library and the city.”
“We’d like to hear from artists, teachers and members of the general public,” says
Black. “Should we feature the work of a local artist or artists; should we involve students in the creation of the art?”
Suggestions may also be submitted via email to contact@andoverlibrary.org and on
the Andover Public Library’s Facebook and Pinterest pages. Community members’
ideas and suggestions will be considered as the Board of Directors plans the approach and budget before setting the project in motion.

Annual Legislative Luncheon
Please join us and our local legislative representatives for
lunch and discussion!

November 17th, 2015
11:30 am-1:00 pm
Terradyne Country Club
1400 Terradyne St.
Andover, KS
“Wichita’s History in Postcards”

RSVP by November 12 to
kmork@goddardlibrary.com
Request vegetarian or glutenfree meals at RSVP
Cost: $20 for WALA members
$25 for non-members

The Golden Era of picture postcards occurred 100 years ago, at
a time when Wichita was undergoing a tremendous burst of
growth and development.
Jim Mason will give an illustrated
presentation about his book,
“Wichita”, which features over
200 vintage picture postcards
showing what our city was like a
century ago.
Copies of the book will be
available for purchase.
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Join us!

Read WALA NEWS at:
http://walaks.org/
newsletter/

Do you know a library staff member who would
enjoy the social interaction and networking opportunities that WALA offers? Do you have a
coworker who could contribute to our local organization? Do you have an employee who has great
ideas and loves to be involved with the community? If so, encourage them to become a member of
the Wichita Area Library Association!
For $15.00 a year, membership for WALA is a
steal! All they need to do is fill out a membership
application and mail it and a check for $15.00
(made payable to WALA) to
Kendra Mork, WALA Treasurer
Goddard Public Library
201 N. Main St.
Wichita, KS 67213
Membership forms can be found on our website:
http://walaks.org/

The Wichita Area Library
Association (WALA) is an
organization of library
professionals started
in 1982 in Wichita, Kansas.

Read WALA NEWS at: http://
walaks.org/newsletter/

WALA is dedicated to
supporting libraries and
library employees in the
Wichita area and works to
improve library services
and access for the Wichita
area community of library
users.

Ruth Harries
Butler Community College
rharries1@butlercc.edu

Submit your materials for
WALA NEWS to

